
SCHOLARSHIPS



Use scholarship searches and resources
O Most scholarships are gift aid, which does

not need to be repaid. However, some
scholarships come with requirements that, if
not met, convert the award to a loan. Make
sure you understand all terms and condi-
tions before accepting any award.

O Scholarships may be awarded based on a
variety of things, including academic merit,
athletic abil ity, f ield of study, ethnic back
ground, religious affi l iation, and special in-
terests.

O Many scholarship organizations require ap-
plicants to complete the FAFSA (Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid),

Scholarship search tips

O The earlier you begin your search, the bet-
ter. Do as much research as you can, and
apply for every scholarship for which you
are el ig ib le,

O Meeting deadlines is crucial! Most pro-
grams have limited funding, and may not
even consider applications received after
the due date.

O Follow directions. Provide everything that is
requested, but no more than is required.

O List all activit ies and honors. Highlight those
that are relevant to the scholarship in your
essays.

O Neatness counts. Type your application.
O Make a photocopy of the application before

you begin. lf you make a mistake, you can
start fresh with a clean copy.Also make a
copy of the completed application, so you
can resend it i f the original is lost.

O Ask for help if you need it. l f you have prob-
lems with the application, don't hesitate to
cal l  the funding organizat ion.

o
sion. Tell a story, use personal examples
and be specific.

O Choose references who know you well.
Give them plenty of t ime to write the letter
of recommendation.

O Give your application (and/or essay) a final
"once-over." Ask a friend, teacher or parent
to proofread it.

Beware of scams

a Always read the fine print, and make sure
you understand all terms and conditions be-
fore accepting any award.

a Beware of companies that "guarantee"
you'll receive a scholarship, especially if
their offer was unsolicited and/or they are
requiring that you pay money for their serv-
ices.

O Never provide any confidential or personal
identification information (including credit
card and bank account numbers, your So-
cial Security number, etc.) to an unfamiliar
person or organization.

O Remember that there are many free schol-
arship searches available, where you can
get all the information you need at no
charge.

a Contact the financial aid office at your col
lege with any questions or concerns.

O Learn more about financial aidscams at the
Federal Trade Commission's Scholarship
Scams website.

O Call the federal Office of Inspector General
hot l ine at 1-800-MISUSED (647-8733) to
report suspected identity theft or fraud. A
MISUSED onl ine resource is also avai lable.

Start your search

O Talk to your high school counselor.
O Check with your college financial aid office.
O Visit the local library.
O Ask local businesses and organizations.
O Go to online scholarship search engines,



SCHOLARSHIPS

Use scholarship searches and resources

1. Most scholarships are gift aid, which does not need to be repaid. However, some scholarships
come with requirements that, if not met, convert the award to a loan. Make sure you understand
all terms and conditrons before accepting any award.

2. Scholarships may be awarded based on a variety of things, including academic merit, athletic
ability, field of study, ethnic background, religious affil iation, and special interests.

3. Many scholarship organizations require applicants to complete the FAFSA (Free application for Federal
Student Aid).

Scholarship search tips

1. The earlier you begin your search, the better. Do as much research as you can, and apply for
every scholarship for which you are eligible.

2. Meeting deadl ines is crucial !  Most programs have l imited funding, and may not even consider
applications received after the due date.

3. Follow directions. Provide everything that is requested, but no more than is required.
4. List all activities and honors. Highlight those that are relevant to the scholarship in your essays.
5. Neatness counts. Type your application.
6. Make a photocopy of the application before you begin. lf you make a mistake, you can start fresh

with a clean copy. Also make a copy of the completed application, so you can resend it if the origi-
nal  is lost.

7. Ask for help if you need it. lf you have problems with the application, don't hesitate to call the funding
organization.

8. Write an essay that makes a strong impression. Tell a story use personal examples and be specific.
9. Choose references who know you well. Give them plenty of time to write the letter of recommendation.

1 0. Give your application (and/or essay) a final 'bnce-over." Ask a frrend, teacher or parent to proofread it.

Beware of scams

1. Always read the fine print, and make you understand all terms and conditions before accepting
any award.

2. Be wary of companies that "guarantee" you'll receive a scholarship, especially if their offer was
unsolicited and/or they are requiring that you pay money for their services.

3. Never provide any confidential or personal identification information (including credit card and
bank account numbers, your Social Security number, etc.) to an unfamiliar person or organization.

4. Remember that there are many free scholarship searches available, where you can get all the
information you need at no charge.

5. Contact the financial aid office at your college with any questions or concerns.
6. Learn more about financial aid scams at the FederalTrade Commission's Scholarship Scam website.
7. Call the federal Office of Inspector General hotline at 1-800-MISUSED (647-8733) to report

suspected ident i ty theft  or f raud. A MISUSED onl ine resource also is avai lable.

Start your search
1 . Talk to your high school counselor.
2. Check with your col lege f inancial  aid off ice.
3. Visit the local library.
4. Ask local businesses and organizat ions.
5. Go to onl ine scholarship search engines.



SCHOLARSHIP$ (Cont.)

How do you find out about them???

1. Write the colleges in which you are interested for scholarship information and
applications if they are not included in the student application for admission packet.

2. Watch for scholarship announcement l ists from CCRL. They wil l be posted, as they
come in,  on the bul let in board by the CCRL.

3. Watch the newspapers for scholarship announcements.

4. Watch for church-sponsored scholarships and for those sponsored by other groups to
which you belong.

5. Have your parents ask their employers if any company-sponsored scholarships are
available for employees'children. Some company scholarships require PSAT or SAT
scores.

6. Check with the College and Careers Reference Library for up to date information.

7. Particular colleges offer scholarships to their students. Some of these wil l be known to
us, but each student should check with his chosen college for additional information.

8.  BE SURE YOU HAVE APPLIED FOR ADMISSION TO A COLLEGE BEFORE YOU
APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP FROM THAT COLLEGE.

How do you apply for scholarships??

Many colleges and universit ies offer merit-based scholarships for students who have demonstrated
outstanding leadership skil ls and academic achievements.

Although these scholarships are based on merit, not f inancial need, students wil l probably be required
to fi l l  out a financial needs analysis. lf a college awards its own scholarship dollars to students eligible
for state or federal funds this would eliminate the possibil i ty of receiving outside need based funds. This
allows the colleges to make the best use of their scholarship dollars and serve the greatest number of
students.

Students should investigate any private sources of f inancial aid available to them.
These may include:

1.  Parents '  employers 6.  Business and service c lubs
2. Parents' fraternal or school organizations 7. Churches/religious organizations
3. Professional organizations B. Cultural groups
4. Contests 9. Foundations
5. Department awards within the university 10. Banks



SCHOTARSHIPS {Cont.)

In most cases scholarship decisions are based on a variety of criteria. These are a few of the most
often used:

1. Grade point averages 5. Leadership
2. Class rank 6. Letters of recommendation
3. ACT or SAT test score 7. Interviews
4. Activities 8. Autobiographical statement or essay

Completing the scholarship application.

1. Read the ENTIRE appl icat ion.

2. lf the application requires a transcript, request one from the registrar in the
Counseling Office. Have a "Release" on file signed by your parent or by you if you are
18, Do not wait until the last minute to get your release on file.

3. Complete all of the student section of the application. Be sure to sign it, and have your
parent sign if required,

4. Complete the application neatly. When essay or written paragraphs are required,
write them on separate paper, polish them carefully using good grammar and punctua-
tion, and then write them over on the application. Messy or il legible applications can
cost you dollars.

5. lf you need a counselor or principal to complete part of an application, be sure your
part is completed, and then submit to the Counseling Office two weeks in advance
when possible. Your counselor will make every effort to meet deadlines, but please
help by submitting applications early. The Counseling Office will mail all personal rec-
ommendations written by a counselor. Be sure you give any special instructions need
ed for mail ing.

6. When listing honors, offices held, and school and community activities, include every
thing in grades 9-12. lf in doubt whether something is appropriate, include it. Also
include any work experience.

7. Keep a college folder with photocopies of personal essays and letters of recommenda-
tion. General recommendation letters can be used several time if you have good quali-
ty copies.

8. When asking teachers or others for recommendations, indicate date the form is due,
provide stamped envelopes addressed to the appropriate places, and keep a record of
whom you asked.

9. Local scholarship applications should be bound in lightweight folders with the scholar-
ship name and your name visible on the front.

f /
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Selected Web Sites Providing
Information Dealing with

Student Financial Aid

wr,r,r,v.mapping-your-future. org
wr,wv. chase. com /e ducationfirst
wrnr,,'r.finaid.org
wr,lr,v. go c olle ge. c om
wvwv.collegeview.com
w"vwv. ab solutelyscholarship s. com
w"wr,v. e s tudentlo an. c om
wr,r,.w. e s tudentaid. e d. gov
wm.w.edupass.org
wry\,ryv. gmsp.org (Gates Millennium Program)
w"vr,r,v. c oll e geb o ard. or g
w.vwv.students.gov
!\"vwv.usagloup.com
wvr,ryv.nasfaa.org
w"vr,r,v. c olle gene t. c om/mach2 5
w"vlr,v.fafsa.ed.gov
w.vr,r,v. e d. gov'thinkc olle ge
wr,r,r,v.fastaid.com
w.wr,v.fastweb.com
wr,r,"w. c olle ge - s cholarship s. com
w"vr,"w. fre s chinf o. c om
w.vr,"w. me ri tmo ne y. c om
wr,r,r,v.hsf .net (Hispanic scholarship s)
wmr,v.am-blk.coll.com (Organization of black colleges)
w"vl.w. scholarships. com
wu,.w.uncf.org
wr,wv. scholarships 1 0 1 . com
w.vlr,v. afrotc. com/scholarship s
wrywv. colle ge scholarship s. com
w"ww. findtuition. com'scholarship s
wvlryv. s tudent s c holar ship s e arch. c om
w.vr,r,v. s cholar shipexp erts. com
w"wr,v. colle geanswer. com

For additional information, go i.nto any search engine and in the address box,
type in the word "scholarships." You will be amazed at the number of sites
available and the number of scholarships within each site.
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www. neaaclpari ng house. net

NCAA FRESHMAN - ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS
QUICK REFERENCE SHEET

Oivision I grade-point average requirements are available in the Counselor's Office.
The Oivision ll grade-point average requirernent is a minirnum 2.000.

KNOW THE RULES:

Core Coursqs
t $tarting August 1,2008, 16 core courses willbe required for Oivision I only. This rule applies

to any student first entering any Division I college or university cn or after Aufust 1, 1008. 
'$ee

the chart below for the breakdown of this 16 core-course resuirement.

Tegl$cores
a oivision l.has a sliding scale of te$t score and grade-point average.
a Division ll has a minimum $AT score requirement of 820 or an AbT sum score of 68.
I Ths SAT score used for lrlCAA purposes includes gnly the critical reading and math sections.

The writtn$_scction ol the sAT is not used.
a The ACT score used for NCAA purposes ls a suln ol ths four sections on the ACI Enolish.

math, reading and *cience.
a All SAT and ACT scores must be reported directly to the NCAA lnitlat-Etigibility

Clearlnghouse by the testing agency. Test ccorei that appear on transc;ipts witt no
longar be used. When registering for the SAT or ACT, usb-tfre clearinghouse code of gggg
to make cure the score is reported to the clearinghouse.

Grsde-P-oint Ayerage
a Only eore courses are used in the calculation of the grads-point average.
a Make sure you look at your high school's list ot NCAA"appioved core isurses on the clearing-

house Web site to make sure the courses being taken have b,een approved as core courses]. The Web site is www.ncaaclearinglholJsg.nS!
a
t

DtvtstoN I
r6-CORE-COURSE RULE

2008 and aftar
16 Core Ccurses:
4 years of English"
3 years ol matharnatics {AJgebra I or higher).
2 years of naturallphysical scienc* (1 year of

lab if otfered by high schoot).
1 year ol additional English, mathematics or

natural/physical science.
2 years of social science.
4 years ol additional courses (frorn any area

above, foreign lanEuage or nondoctrrnal
religronlphilosopy)"

DlvtstoN tl
2005 and alter

14 Core Courses:
3 years of English.
2 years of mathematics (Aigebra I or higher).
2 years ol natural/physical science (1 year ol

lab if ot{ered by high schocl).
2 years ot additional English, mathematics or

natural/pitysical science.
2 years o{ social science
3 years of additional courses {frorn any area

abcve, foreign lanEuaga or nondoctrinal
reli gion/philosophy).

PLEASE NOTE: For studenls first entering any college or university on or after August 1, a005, computer
science courses may only be used for initill-eligibility !urposes if lhe course receivds graduation credir in
rnathematics or naturallphysical science and is listed-as such on the high school's list;{ NgAA-approved
core courses.



FREE ApPLTCAT|ON FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AtD (FAFSA)

Completing the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

As mentioned in Part 2 of this handbook, if a student wishes to receive federally
funded student f inancial aid to attend a postsecondary school, he or she must
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Many states and
schools also rely on the FAFSA to distribute their student aid funds.

A student does not have to pay to have the FAFSA processed. ED usues the in-
formation collectged on the FAFSA to calculate the Expected Family Contribution
(EFC). The EFC is used to determine what a family can pay toward postsec-
ondary education and in turn, a student's f inancial aid eligibil i ty.

ED redesigned the FAFSA for the 1999-2000 school year, simplifying the form by
reducing the number of questions students and their families have to fi l l  out. In
addition, where an applicant might have questions, notes within the FAFSA ex-
plain specific terms and definit ions and direct how questions are to be answered.
For additional help on completing the FAFSA, go to ED's Web site at
http ://www.ed. gov/prog_i nf o/S FAIFAFSA

A student can complete (and submit) the FAFSA electronically through FAFSA on
the Web or FAFSA Express.

* For FAFSA on the Web, go to ED's Web site at
http ://www. f af sa.ed. gov

" For FAFSA Express go to
http ://www.ed. gov/off ices/O P E/express. htm I

* A student also can submit the FAFSA electronically by asking the
school to transmit the information through ED's Electronic Data
Exchange (EDEP). (Schools are not required to do so.)

A student can also complete a paper FAFSA and mail it to ED's processor.

Federal Student Aid Programs
P. O. Box 4008
Mt. Vernon, lL 62864-8608



(FAFSA) FREF APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (Cont.)

A black-and-white copy of the 1999-2000 paper FAFSA appears at the end of
this section. Comments to improve the FAFSA may be sent to9:

U.S. Department of Education
FAFSA Coordinator
Application and Pell Processing System Division
Room 4621
Washington, DC 20202-4651

POINTERS FOR COMPLETING THE FAFSA

The FAFSA for 1999-2000 is white, yellow and purple. Yellow sections are for
students to complete; purple sections are for parents to complete.

The answers on the paper-version FAFSA are read by machine. To complete the
paper version, a student muswt:

*  use black ink or a No, 2 penci l ;

. f i l l  in each answer oval completely;

* print clearly in CAPITAL letters and skip a box between words;

* report dollar amounts without cents;

* write numbers less than ten with a zero (for example, write the number
seven as 07), and

* report dates as numbers in the boxes provided (such as 02114/1999
for February 14,1999 or 0211999 for February 1999).

The following description of the FAFSA is mapped to the paper version of the ap-
plication. This information should help counselors answer questions that stu-
dents and parents might have about the FAFSA.

Note: The electronic versions of the FAFSA, FAFSA on the Web and FAFSA Ex-
press, are programmed to help students and their parents complete the form
completely and correctly. The information collected on the electronic versions is
the same as the paper version, but may appear in a different order.



(FAFSA) FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID {Gont.}

* the parent(s) has been determined physically or mentally incapabhle
of providing a signature.

Substituting the signature of a counselor or financial aid administrator
is a way to move the FAFSA through the processing system, The
counselor or financial aid administrator mjust provide his or her title in
parentheses next to his or her signature and briefly state the reason
why he or she is signing for the parent(s).

By signing in place of a parent, the counselor or financial aid adminis-
trator is assuring a minimum of level of credibility for the data submit-
ted. However, the counselor or financial aid administrator does not
assume any responsibility or liability in this process. lf a financial aid
office finds any inaccuracies in the information reported, the student
corrects the informAtion through the correction process described in
Part 2 of this handbook.

* Questions 97-99 require the preparer to provice his or her name, the
name of the firm, address and Social Security number or Employer
ldentification Number. The preparer also must sign and date the

FAFSA.

Note: The "school use only" box at the end of the FAFSA is for
postsecondary school use, not for high school use.

WHERE ED SENDS THE FAFSA INFORMATION

After ED receives and processes the FAFSA, it sends the information to:

* the student,

* each school the student l ists in Step Five,

* the state agency (or agencies) in the student's state of legal residence,
and

* the state agencies of the states in which the schools l isted in Step Five
are located.

This maximizes the student's chances for receiving state-based and school-
based financial aid.



(FAFSA) FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (Gont.)

@rArsA
I .  LASI

NAML

4.7. Ycur pernranent rnailing address
4. NUMEERAND

SIBEET {I t lCIUDf

APT NIIMBERI

5. CITY {ANO

COUNIRY tF

N O T U S )

$. Your Social Srcurity Nunrber

t " '  *

I l-12. Your driver'.s license number
' I .  L I C F N S E

NUMBER

July l, 20il5 -- Junt 30, )$07
rR[,8 APPLICA:I'ION S'OR S'f DER,q,L STU DENT AID

oMB # 1845-0001

Step Ong: For questions 1-30, leave blank any questions that do nof apply to you {the student).
l-3. \bur full name (as it appcars on your Sccial Sccurit-v card)

W€ WILL USF 1Xl5 Ed{AlL AnOnfSS lO OOFlliESpOl.lOWlTH VOU. YUj V!4lL ng0tlVE IOUR FAFSA INFORMAIiON }XHOuGli A SECURE LlflK 0l'l IHE
lJ' Youre-mall i lodrl 'ss |NTEFNEi.sFllrrolf iEE-l!{AtLAooRESsyoupnovrDE.t€Av€8LANKToRtcErvErNFonMATroNTHFou6r{REGULAR}lAL.wEwtLLuNLysHAFtE

IH's AOORESS IVITHIFIE sC]"IOOIS\{3U LIST ON THE FORM ANOYOUR STATE. T}1EY MAY USE THE E.MAIL ADOfiES5 lO COMMUNICATE WIII] YOU,

12. STATE

; , : : ,  .@

.  c i t izen' . '  a.  Yos,  I  am a U.S. c i t i ren- Skip lo quesl ion 16.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  lS.

pagr: 2. b. No, but lam an eligible noncilizen. Fill in qu€rtion 't5. -... 
' 

;

c. No. I am nol a cilizen or eligible noncilizen. 3

9. Your datc ofbirth
r .  I  i  l - - ' f ' . - l. , , . .  : 119 l

t l

and stale {ifanyl

A FIFIST

IIAM€

: 17. l\{orttlt and t,u;rr }-nr.l
? \tctc ntarrted scparatcd.

r dr\{rr{ed ilr n'idon'cd

6 .  S I A T E  7 .  I I P C O D L

l{}, \bur pcrrnancnt tclephone nunrber

l \
t l\ /

ALIFN RE6|STRATION T.]UMEER

A

3. MrDOrE
INITIAL

MONTH YEAS

. ' ; :

l,l. i\rc you ir L].S

Pick one.  See

16. What is yrrur nrari tal
statur as ol'ttiday'.'

18. What is I 'our strtc of
lcgal residcncc?

I am single. di\Brced 0r uidowed

l  am marnedlremarr ied, . . . .  . . . . . .  .

I am separated

SIAT€
19. Did vi:u bccomc r lcgrl rcsidcnt r-ri lhis state

hrfbrc Jrnurn' l .  :001' '
Yes No

M1]NTI-I Y€AR
l i

Yes
Yes

j Olher/unknown

r Olhedunknown

10, | | thc arisrvcr to qucsl ion I 9 is "ltl o." gilc rnonlh antl 1'car vru be canrc a legal rcsirle nt.

21, Arc t,ou nralc'.' llvlost rnalc sli,ldcnl:i rllu:iit rcgislcr $'ith SUL:ctivc Sr:rvict to gct lcdcrul uid. i

2 , 2 .  l l - l oua rcnu l c {agc  lS  l 5 } r ndno l r cg i s t c re t l l n suc r " \ cs "andSc lec t i r cSc r r i ee  r v i l l  r cg i s t c r l ' o l

Xo
l{o

13. What dcgruc or ccfirficatc wiil vou be rvorking on
during 20t16 l{)il1 school 1'*rr'.' Sm page I rnd r'nlcr
lhc corrcr'l nunrbcr in thc box.

ztr. Ilrghe st scltool your llllitr eonrple tcd Middle schoolfur. High

3{f. I ltghcst schnol yotr nrothcr complclcd Middle schooliJr. High

\\ i l l  1 'ou hai.c r high school diplonxr or ( iLD bctbrc.vou bcgin thc:{){)b :001 seirooi 1'crr
Will rcu hlr.c vlrur I'irst bachclnr's dcgri:* hctorr,' Jull' l. 1006'l

In addrt ion tr grxnt: i .  arc 1*u intcrcstcd in studurt lolns {*hich lou l t t lst pal blck). '

ln addit ion to grrnt: i .  arc lou intcrrstcd in "work-studv" (uhich vr)u rrnl through * 'or"k) ' .)

?J.  \ \ 'hat  * i l l  bc I 'our  credc le le I  whcn vou bceiu

the l{)t}{r l{}{)? schoai vcrr'.' Sec p*ge 2 antl

antcf  lhd uorrect  nurrrh*r-  in thc i lor .

r High School . ? College or beyond

1 High School r College or beyond

25.

26.
'r1

28.

Y e * ' N o ;

Y e r , N o ?

Y e * ' N o !

Y e s l N o :

31 .  l )onnt l ta le th isques t ion t r lank .Hare  ) ,ouevr rbr ' rncon l i c tcdo fpnsscss ingorsc l l ing i l l r :ga l  i l rugs ' . t  l l o  {J  , tDoNOTLEAVE
l fyouhar ,e ,ansrvcr " \ ' cs , "cnrnp lc tcandru l rn r i t th rseprp l i cs t ion .andu 'c r i ' i l l  sendyoue* 'o rkshcc t in  .  QUEst toN3t
thc nxrl  lbr.vou to t lctcrnrrnc rf  vour conlrcl lon al iccts yrur ei igihi l i tv tbr l id. Yes {) ;  I  BLANK
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