
Investigate and
Compare Colleges
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Prepare a college comparison checklist

Weigh advantages and disadvantages

Contact the admissions office

Schedule appointments for your campus
visits
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College Visits

Considering the financial investment made in a four year college education a campus visit should be an essential part of

that decision. A campus visit can help you decide what you are looking for and what it would be like to live on campus.

Economics may prevent you from visiting all the schools to which you have applied, however, you should definitely visit

all those that offer you admission.

Prenarine for vour visit:

Apractical minimum for a college visit is a half day, howevet an overnight visit is ideal and most colleges can make arrange-

ments for you to stay in a dorm with a student.

Most college admissions offices will help make arrangements for visits to the campus. It is much better and more efficient

to telephone and find out immediately what is available to you than to exchange requests and possibilities by mail. Make

arrangements to have a guided tour of the campus, a classroom visit and visit with a professor. Ask the admission officer

for travel directions, a campus map, a college catalogue and campus parking instructions. You may also want to inquire

about campus activities scheduled during your visit and names of college students from your hometown that you may con-

tact. If you have a special talent or area of interest you may want to ask to include a visit with people in this area. Be sure

to contact the admissions office well in advance of your intended visit to avoid any scheduling problems.

Be prepared for your visit by reading the college catalogue and other materials the college may have sent you. It is a waste

of everyone's time and reflects poorly on you when you ask questions that are already covered in their printed materials.

Use the checklist on the following page to be sure you are on time and at the correct locations for your visit.

A tour of the campus should include most of the following:
1. Financial Aid Office
2. Library
3. Housing
4. Student Dining Areas
5. Students
6. Faculty
7. Special talent or interest
8. Religious Organizations on Campus
9. Extra Curricular activities

10. Campus Atmosphere

Parents should have their most active participation in visiting with the financial aid office. Ask about the typical aid package,

how are they awarded and what percentage of students receive financial aid. Also ask for the average amount of financial

aid per student receiving aid.

At the library the student should be concerned with quality and quantity of research materials, but most importantly, how

accessible they are. Talk to the library staff to determine procedures and library hours.

Always talk with students. They will give you candid information and will usually give boih the good and bad they see in

their own school. Approach students anywhere on campus and ask questions about the college's academic strengths, social

life, and what they like or don't like about their college. Check the student bulletin boards and school newspaper to see if

their extra curricular opportunities interest you.

Try to visit with at least one faculty member, either by appointment or stop in and ask someone you see in their office. Don't

expect to take a lot of their time, howevel, most will be willing to talk with you and your parents about the university and

especially what their department has to offer.

Learn what your housing options are and take a look at the dormitories. Plan to eat a meal in the cafeteria and see what

study facilities are available in your dorm.
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If you are having an interview make it after your tour of the campus. You will be better prepared and probably have more
knowledgeable questions to ask.

Don't be intimidated by size. You will end up having about the same number of close friends at a large as well as a small
school. Don't look for an ideal college, every school will have some flaws. Don't pretend to be someone you are not and
don't let your parents run the visit. Ideally parents should be part of the visit, however, this is a good chance for you to
present yourself as mature and independent. Don't let one unusually good or one unusually bad experience influence your
choice. Look for an overall feeling that a college is a good "match" for you, your abilities, interest and goals.

Be sure to write thank you notes to everyone who was helpful in your visit. A thank you note is both polite and a reminder
of vour interest.

Campus Visit Checklist

Name of College

Date and time of visit

Address and travel instructions

Contact Person

Admissions Office phone number

Date and time of visit

Campus tour

Places to see

Names of faculty appointments

Classes and social events to attend

Dormitory to visit

Student host
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Campus vrsffs
There's no substitute for seeing a college yourself!

There are lots of ways to finrl nothing beats the test of going to a
out about a college, from brochures college and seeing it for yoursclf.
to vitleos to college fairs. Here are some ideas to help

But the bottom line is that you make the most of a campus visit.

BefOfe Callthe admissions office in advance
Just as there's no substitute

for seeing a college firsthancl,
there's no substitute for advance
planning.

Whcn tou call the adnrissions
office, tell them the date i,ou'd
like to visit and the time of day
you expect to arrive.

Read up on the college and think about questions
Go back through the infor- think of questions to ask ancl

mation vou've collected about aspects of the college to explore
ihe collese. Check the resources while vou're there.
at Your school's guidance office The other side of this page
and browse the college's \{eb has lists of questions to help vou
site, if possible set started. As vou think of other

This research lvill help you ttuestions, write them down.

Talk to as many studenb as you can

If you want to stay overnight
in a resicience hall, ask if they can
make arrangements,

Also, find out about lining
up an interview (if the1, offet thcm
and vou'd like one) or attending
an informafion session, visiting
classes and talking with faculiv.

. Have a meal in the cafetena

. Pick up copies of the student
ncwspaper and alumni magazine

Throughout vour vis i t ,  talk
to as many sfudents as vou can
and don't be bashful about
asking questions!

interests, hobbies, goals and why
vou're interested in the college,
so be reacly to talk ahout that.

As with anv interview, be on
time, or call ahead if vou know
vou'll be de1a1,ed.

organizer'l activities can give vou
informaiion you can't get on your
own, the reverse is true, too.
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While
you're
there

Once you're on campus, hy
to take aclvantage of a variety of
ways t0 learn about the college:
. lv'leet with an admissions officer
or attend an information session
. Take a tour of the campus
. Sit in on a class

Prepare for the interuiew
If you have schedulec-l an

interview, take along your list of
questions, so you're sure to cover
evervthing you wanted to find out.

You'll probablv be asked
about vour acaclemic backgrouncl,

Take time to look around on your own
Take some time to explore

the campus on your own and
absorb the aimosphere. While



Iofs
and lofs
of ????

You've probablv already
thought of lots of questions to
ask cluring your campus visit.

When you talk to students, ask . . .
1. How many hours a week do
you study? Is that typical here?
2. Are faculty members interested
in students and accessible outside
of class?

3. Do many students go home on
weekends?

4. Are the athletic facilities open to
all students or only to athletcs?
5. Is it possible to stucly in your
dorm room?

6. Is the food good?

1. Does the coliege have academic
pro€3ams that fit my interests?
2. Where are computer terminais
located? Will I have to pav extra
for  computer  t imc?

3. Will I have access to special
equipment (such as an eiectron
microscope) as a first-vear student?
4. What are the strengths and
r,r'eaknesses of the college's
advising system?

Write down your impressions
-1. Were the people you met
friendly? Did they answer your
questions fully and candidly?
2. What do you think of the
quality of instruction ancl the
academic atmosnhere?

Here are some suggestions,
but be sure to ask the quesLions
that are important to YOU.

7. Are campus jobs readily
available?

8. Is there easy access to computers?
Where are they located?
9. What's the library like as a
place to study? to do research?
10. What do you like most about
this collcge? least?

11 . Holt, easy is it to get the
classes you want?

12. If you could change something
about this school, what would it be?

5. How many students will there
be in courses l'm likely to take in
my first year? Are those courses
taught by professors or graduate
assistants?

6. What kincls of campus jobs are
available for first-year students?
7. Will there be any new programs
or facilities in the next two years?
8. What are the college's recent
graduates doing now?

3. Were the sfudents the kind of
people you'd like to get to know?
4. Did you like the social
atmosphere?

5. Would you like to spend mrtre
time ihere?

I t

lf you aftend a class, ask yourself . . .
1. Are students prepared for the 3. Is there iime for questions and
class? Do they seem interested in disc-ussion? Do students participate?
the material? 4. Am I intelleciually challenged by
2. Do I feel that the students are what is taking place in the class?
learning-either new facts or new 5. Is there good rapport between
ways of thinking about a subject? professorsind students?

As you tour the campus, ask yourself . . .
1. Are the builelings in good 3. What's the cafeteria like?
repair? the grounds well-kept? ,1. Are computers and lab equip_
2. Are the residence halls pleasant ment up-to-date and plentiful?
and quiet enough to stucly in? Are 5. What's the surrounclins towl
there launclry and kitchen facilities? or city like?

In an interview or infonnation session, you could ask . . .

After
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TOUGH QUESTIONS TO ASK ANY

ADMISSIONS OFFICER

By Robert G. Mclendon

As a college admissions officer for the past fourteen years, it is clear to me that today's prospective students are
carefully comparing colleges and striving to learn all they can about the colleges to which they apply. The age group of 18
Io 24 year old is declining in the United States, and this is creating a type of "buyer's market" in the market place of higher
education.

In order to assure yourself that your expectations of a college are met, you, the student consumer, need not hesi-
tate to ask admissions officers some "tough questrons." This article will offer you a few suggestions of some tough "tough
questions." This article will offer you a few suggestions of some tough questions that I hope will help you make the right
choice when selecting a college.

Academic Questions

1. How many students in last year's freshman class returned for their sophomore year?

2. What percent of the freshman class obtained a 2.00 (C) average or above last year?

3. lf accepted, will you tell me my predicted freshman grade-point average?
Many colleges use a mathematical formula based on studies of currently enrolled students to predict
an applicant's freshman grade average.

4. What is the college's procedure for class placement?
This is especially important in the areas of English and mathematics because freshman often vary signifi-
cantly in their ability to handle these important academic skills.

5. What procedure is used to assign a faculty advisor when the student is undecided as to the major area of
study?

6. What type of additional academic services does your college offer at no additional cost to the student?
(e.g., tutoring, career or personal counseling, study-skills workshops, improving reading speed, etc.)?

7. How effective is your college's honor code? What is the penalty for cheating?

Social Questions
1. What is the average age of your student body and what percent resides on campus?

Many colleges today have a large and increasing population of commuting part-time adult students and a
dwindl ing enrol lment of 17 to 18 year old f  ul l - t ime, degree-seeking students residing on campus.

2. ls your college a "suitcase college" on the weekends? lf not, what are some typicalweekend activities for
students on your campus?

3. What procedure is used to select roommates if no preference is listed?

4. What are some of the causes of students being suspended or dismissed from your college? ls there a sys-
tem of appeal for those who have been dismissed?

5. How can a prospective student arrange a campus visit?
Clearly the best possible way to evaluate a college socially is to plan a visit to the campus. When you visit,
try not to be shy. After your talk and tour with the admissions officer, walk around by yourself and infor-
mally ask students their opinions. A good place to chat with students is in the college's student center or
at the dining hal l .

6. What are some of the rules and regulations that govern residence hall l ife? Are there coeducational halls?
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Financial Questions

1. What percent of your students received financial aid based on financial need?
2. What percent of your students received scholarships based on academic ability?
3. What percent of a typical financial aid offer is in the form of a loan?
4. How much did your college increase cost (room, board, tuit ion, and fees) from last year to current

year?

5. If an accepted student must submit a room deposit, when is the deposit due, and when is it refundable?
The deposit should be refundable in full up to May 1, if the college or university is a member of the
National Association of College Admissions Counselors.

6. If my family demonstrates a financial need on the FAF or FFS forms; what percent of the established
need will typically be awarded? When can I expect to receive an official financial aid award letter?

The distinguishing quality of any person is the quality of the mind, and the college you select will have a
long-lasting impact on your career and life. I realize that you are painfully aware of the need to make the right col-
lege choice because most high school students realize the college years are often the most productive stage of life.

Knowing what questions to ask an admissions officer is an important part of this decision-making process. Most ad-
missions officers want you to ask "tough questions" because if you make the wrong choice we, too, have failed in our
job.

Bob Mclendon is Vice President for Enrollment Planning, Dean of Admissions, and Financial Aid at Lam-
beth College, Jackson, Tennessee. He served on the Admissions Practices Committee of the National Association of

College Admissions Counselors and has been Chairman of the Admissions Practices Committee of the Southern As-
sociation of Coilege Admissions Counselors. He is a member of the Executive Board of SACAC and President-Elect

of the Carolinas Association of Collesiate Resistrars and Admissions Officers.
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College Comparison Worksheet
COLLEGE NAME
LUUA'I ' IUN

O distance from home

SIZE
O enrollment

O phvsical size of campus

ENIVIRONMENT
O type of school (2 yr., 4 yr .)
O school setting (urban, rural)
a location & size of nearest city
a co-ed. male. female
O religiousaffiliation
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

O deadline

O tests required

O average test scores, GPA, rank

O special requirements

O notification

ACADEMICS
a your major offered
O special requirements
O accreditation
O student-facultyratio
O tvnical class size
COLLEGE EXPENSES
O tuition, room & board
O estimated total budget
O application fee, deposits
FINANCIAL AID
O deadline
O required forms
O % receiving aid
O scholarships
HOUSING
a residence hall requirement
O availability
O types and sizes
O food plan
FACILITIES

O academic

O recreational

O other

ACTIVITIES
O clubs, organizations
O greek life
O athletics,intramurals
O other
CAMPUS VISITS
O when
O specialopportunities
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College Admission and Financial Aid Logs

College Admission Log

Application Deadline and Fees:

Date-$

Application Form:

Requested from college O Yes Date

Submitted to college D Yes Date

Other Steps Required:

Tests reouired or recommended
- Test registration completed tl Yes Date
- Test taken fl Yes Date
- Results forwarded to college D Yes Date

Necessary high school courses completed O yes

High school transcript submitted Q Yes Date
References submitted D Yes Date

Interview completed D Yes Date

College Reply:

Expected reply date

College decision

Contact person

Follow-Up Required:

1.  Date

Application Form:

Requested from college tr Yes Date

Submitted to college Q Yes Date

Need Analysis Forms:

Which one(s) :

Forms Completed tr Yes Date

Results forwarded to colleqe O Yes Date

College Reply:

Expected reply date

College decision

Contact person

Follow-Up Required:

1.  -Date

z .

4.

Date
l-)ate

z -

J .

4 .
E

Date

Date

Date

DateDate

5. Date

College Admissions Office Notified of Your Deci-
sion:
Ll Yes Date

Special Notes:

College Admissions Office Notif ied

of Your Decision:

tr Yes Date

Financial Aid Log

Application Deadline:

Date

Source: ACf's College Planning Search Book

Special Notes:



Your Street Address
City, Siate, Zip Code
Date

Office of Admissions
Name of Ciollege
Street Address
Citl ' , State, Zip Code

To Whom It Mav Conccrn:

I am a student at - High School and wil l graduate in . 20-.
( m o n t h )

Please send me an application for admission and information about your college-

a general information bulletin, college costs, and program dcscriptions. I am

considering as my major f ield of study.

My parents and I also w'ant to investigate all possible sources of f inancial aid

PIease send us an application form, instructions about application procedures
(how and when to apply), and anv other information that might be helPftrl.

I am interested in visit inEi vour campus, taking a campus tour, and mecting u'ith

an Admissions Counsclor. I n'ould also l ike to meet with an advisor in the
(major) - department, if possible. Pleasc advise me of a time on

(morrth/date) that rvould be convenient.

Thank you

Sincerelv,

(Your Signature)
Name

fuapu^' tz.'

Sample
Letter

Before you even leave your home, you
can begin the college planning process bv
writing for information.

This sample letter includes requests for:

---GENERAL INFORMATION
---APPLICATION FORMS
---ACAMPUS VISIT

You can modify this letter to accommo-
date your unique needs.

Many colleges
encourage
telephone inquir ies
a.nd requests.

I
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Glossary of Terms for
College-Bound Students and Parents

Accreditation: recognition of a college or university by any of the
regional or national accrediting bodies indicating that the institu-
tion as a whole has been judged to be meeting its objectives.

ACT Assessment (ACT): the group of tests, administered by The
American College Testing Program and required or recom-
mended by many colleges as part of the admission process. They
measure educational development in English, Mathematics,
Reading, and Science Reasoning. Given at specil ied test centers
throughout the year.

Advanced placement: granting of credit and/or assignment to
an advanced course on the basis of evidence that the student
has mastered the equivalent of an introductorv course.

College Calendars:
Traditional semester: Two approximately equal
SEMCSICTS

Early semester: Two semesters, f irst semester com-
pleted before Christmas

Quarter: Three equal terms of about ' l  2 weeks each
Trimester: Calendar year divided into three equal
semesters, third semester replaces summer school
4-1-4: Two equal terms of about 16 weeks each. with a 4-
week interim term

Career-oriented program: a group of courses which prepares
students primarily for employment, often in a specific occupation.
Such a program, which can last a few months or more than two
years, may lead to a certif icate, diploma, or associate degree.

College transfer courses: courses intended for transfer of col-
lege credit to bachelor's degree programs elsewhere.

Cooperative work-study education: a program in which the stu-
dent alternates between full{ ime college study and full-t ime paid
employment related to the area of study. Under this plan, the
bachelor's degree often requires five years to complete.

Credit by examination: a program through which some colleges
grant course credit based on results of ACT scores or SAT
Achievement scores, the ACT Proficiency Examination Program
(PEP),  the CEEB Col lege-Level  Examinat ion Program (CLEP),
or other examinations.

Deferred admission: the practice of some colleges of allowing
an accepted student to postpone enrollment for one year.

Early admission: admitting students of superior abil ity into col-
lege courses and programs before they have completed the stan-
dard high school program.

Family Financial Statement (FFS): a form used by The Ameri-
can College Testing Program to collect information about the stu-
dent's total family income, assets, and expenses, and to analyze
the family's potential contribution toward college expenses.

Financial Aid Form (FAF): a form used by the College Scholar-
ship Service to collect information about the student's total family
income, assets, and expenses, and to analyze the family's po-
tential contribution toward college expenses.

Grade point average (GPA): an indicator of the student's overall
scholastic performance. The GPA is computed by totaling the
number of grade points earned in each course (generally, A=4,
B=3, C=2, D=1 , F=0) and then dividing the sum by the total num-
ber of courses carried.

Honors program: any program offering opportunity for superior
students to enrich their educational experience through independ-
ent, advanced, or accelerated study.

Independent study: an arrangement which allows the student
to earn college credit through individual study usually planned
with and supervised by a faculty advisor.

Major: the subject of study in which the student chooses to spe-
cialize; a series of related courses, taken primarily in the junior
and senior years.

Open admissions: the policy of some colleges of admitting vir-
tually all high school graduates, regardless of academic qualif i-
cations such as high school grades and admission test scores.

P-ACT+: a program for tenth graders designed to stimulate early
thinking about postsecondary planning, assess status of aca-
demic preparation for college, support good high school course
selection, and provide preparation for the ACT Assessment.

Pell Grant: f inancial assistance, awarded by the federal govern-
ment on the basis of need, designed to provide the "floor" of an
aid package for post-secondary education. The grant may be
used toward tuit ion, room and board, books, or other educational
costs, and requires no repayment.

Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT): a program de-
signed to provide a practice test for juniors as a warm-up for the
SAT.

Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC): Air Force, Army, and
Navy programs on certain campuses which combine military ed-
ucation with baccalaureate degree study, often when financial
support for those students who commit themselves to future serv-
ice in the Armed Forces.

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT): test of verbal and mathematical
abil it ies given by the College Entrance Examination Board
(CEEB) at specified test centers throughout the year. Required
or recommended by colleges as part of the admission process.

Transcript: official record of high school or college courses and
grades generally required as part of the college application.

ffl 
Source:ACT's college planning search Book



COLLEGE SUCCESS FACTOR$

Test scores and high school ...However, they measure
only part of your

" potential"
grades are important

ACT TTST $CORES

$TUNY HABITS

M0TtvATl0ll

c0uR$r stLEcTt0t-l
PLASTMEilT

rilTrR[sT$
c0MMrlv|rilT

H.S. CRA0IS

a

qt
\

{ {

e


