
Admission Policies

Admission policy

Typical ACT
Composite

Score
averages*

17-20

18-21

20-23

22-27

27-37

Typical SAT
Total Score

( V + M )
averages*

660-820

710-890

770-920

830-10.10

1100-1,100

Open.- AII high school graduates are accepted unti l the school's enrollment
caDactry ls reacneo.

Hp^"llf_:Y:.y,lle.hman 
who are accepted arc in the lower half of their high

i L r  r u u r  K r d u u d r r r L H  L r d r r .

Trad i t i6na l  -  The"maior i t t  o f  thore  f rcshmcn who arc  accep led  are  in  the
top  50  percent  o l  lhe i r  h i ih  *choo l  g raduat inA c las>.
Selective - The majorily 6I Iho*e frJrhmen wlro are accepted are in lhe top
25 percent  o f  the i r  h igh  rchoo l  g r rdua l inq  c lass .
Hilhly selective - Tlie ma jorit l l-of those lreshmen who are acceptcd are in
th i top  I  0  percent  o f  the i r  h igh  rchoo l  g raduat ing  c las* .

* Remember, an average test scorc only means that about half of the students score higher and about half
score towet
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Consider college
characteristics

Do you think you know your needs and
wishes well enough now to begin relating
them to specific college characteristics?
The criteria students typically consider in
choosing a college include:
a Type of academic program (univer-

sity, college, community college,
vocational-technical school. or soe-
cialized institute)
Maiors available
Cost
Opportunities for f inancial aid
Size of enrollment
Admission selectivitv
Control or affi l iation ipublic, private-
independent, or private-church
related)

. Type of community
o Minority representation
a Sex ratio
. Types of housing available
o Specialized programs for students

with disabil it ies
a Camous activit ies
o Athletic program

Other criteria may include such features
as a good reputation in a particular f ield
or accreditation by a special organiza-
t ion.

Often, when students say they are plan-
ning for college, they merely mean they
exoect to continue their formal education
at some sort of postsecondary institution.
That institution may be a college or uni-
versity, a junior college, a community col-
lege, a vocational-technical school, or a
specialized institute.

Actually, a college is an institution of
higher education that offers a curriculum
leading to a four-year bachelor of arts or
bachelor of science degree. A university
usually has a l iberal arts college as well
as several specialized colleges and grad-
uate programs in such fields as business,
engineering, education, agriculture, law,
and medicine.

Junior colleges are generally transfer in-
stitutions that provide courses to parallel
the freshman and sophomore offerings at

four-year colleges and universit ies. In
addition to transfer programs, community
colleges may offer associate degree pro-
grams and career-oriented programs for
students primarily concerned with finding
a job.

Vocational-technical schools are similar
to some community colleges in that they
offer career-oriented programs that may
last from a few months to a couDle of
years. Specialized institutes usually offer
an intensive program in one very specific
skil l  area.

Since going to college involves the in-
vestment of a lot of t ime and money, it
makes sense to examine college charac-
teristics carefully. In choosing a college,
you may very l ikely consider first they
type of academic program and the avail-
abil ity of the major--or majors--you're
most interested in. How you rank other
lactors wil l largely depend on your per-
sonal oreferences and needs. Take a
few minutes to pin down those character-
istics that matter the most to you. Then
rank the characteristics in order of impor-
Iance.

Was cost among those criteria you
ranked as significant? lt 's true that you
must be able to atford the school you
eventually attend. But affording a school
can mean receiving financial assistance.
Don't automatically pass over any insti-
tution that, at f irst, appears too expen-
sive. We'l l say more about financial aid
later.

Size is certainly a legitimate concern.
Whi le some schools enro l l  fewer than
100 students, others count their student
body by the thousands. ln general, size
mav influence:
o ihe degree of specialization (Large

schools may otfer more areas of
specialized study.)

o the number of courses to choose
from in each area (Again, large
schools may have more.)

a the number of students Der class
(Small schools may have smaller
classes.)

o the amount of personal attention a
student may receive (Students at
small schools may have more con-
tact with faculty.)

a opportunities for extracurricular
involvement (Although large
schools may provide a greater
range of opportunities, small
schools may give students a better
chance for participation.)

o atmosphere (Students at large
schools may have more privacy
and freedom; students at small
schools may be less l ikely to be lost
in the shuffle.)

l culture (Large schools may attract
faculty and students from a wider
range of backgrounds.)

o facil i t ies (Large schools may have
bigger, more specialized l ibraries
and laboratories.)

o opportunities for postgraduate
study (Large schools may be more
likely to have graduate depart-
ments and advanced degree pro-
grams.)

Your chance for admission may also be
something you've been thinking about.
Knowing the entrance standards of a col-
lege wil l give you some idea of how likely
you are to get in. Some common admis-
sion policies are explained in the box at
the top of this page.
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List Colleges You Are Considering
And Collect Information

Sources of information:

O College catalogs and information bulletins

O College representatives

O Parents, students, and alumni

O School counselors and teachers

O Directories and computerized
information svstems

O Professionals in the field

O College planni.g section
of your ACT scole report

Your Lists


